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	Michigan Prescribed Fire Council

Steering Committee Meeting Minutes
December 3, 2008
10:00 AM – 2:00 PM,
DNR Office
Plainwell


	


Meeting Agenda and Minutes
Attendees: in person: John Lerg, Don Johnson, Mark Sargent, Dennis Ireland, Lara Rainbolt, Michele Richards, David Borneman, Bob Clancy, Melanie Good, Paul Rogers, Jack McGowan-Stinski; by phone: Barb Bonefeld, Amy Spray

· Called Meeting to Order at 10:00 am

· Agenda Approved







· 10/01/08 Meeting Minutes will be approved once completed and sent out to Steering Committee by email, or at next Steering Committee Meeting
New and Old Business

· Discussion on 2008 Annual Meeting Results/Review
· Attendance was good on Friday, low on Saturday (Rain probably depressed attendance.)
· Discussion on 2009 Annual Meeting at RAM Center September 24-26 - 10th Annual Meeting
· See 2009 Annual Meeting Planning Committee Meeting Minutes
· Prescribed Fire Video status
· Once TNC receives its copy, TNC will make additional copies and mail to Steering Committee members so that they can review and offer comments on video content.  We set a January 15 deadline to have all comments sent to Lara Rainbolt.  Lara and Jack will condense and see if any discrepancies and pass on to Danielle Miller and the videographer.

· Jack reported that video was paid for by Fire Council, TNC and USFWS; Mark Sargent thought that DNR LIP also paid some; Jack will check with Danielle Miller for budget breakdown to see if any costs unaccounted for, and if LIP still has costs to cover.  Dennis Ireland also offered that Fireman’s Association may be able to cover some costs.
· Goals/Objectives for MPFC 2009-2010
1. continue to rebuild bank account

2. finish fire video
3. continue to grow membership/engage membership

4. initiate fire training at Fort Custer

5. set up additional symposiums/field trips
6. develop PowerPoint templates available for Steering Committee (i.e. History of Michigan Prescribed Fire Council)

7. update web site

8. decide on new logo

9. Plan 10th Annual Meeting 2009 September 24-26 at RAM center, and develop “anniversary” T-shirt
· Land Conservancy of West MI and spring 2009 burn at Lamberton Lake Fen, Kent County
· Melanie Good thanked the Fire Council for their support of trying to get Grand Rapids’ air quality ordinance changed to allow prescribed fire at the Land Conservancy of West Michigan’s Lamberton Lake Fen Preserve; a public meeting will be held either Dec. 9 or 16, and the proposed change will be voted on; Melanie said that support from City Commissioners has been positive as a result of information and letter provided by Fire Council.  Amy Spray will share the final language of the Air Quality Ordinance with Bill Anderson, MTA, for use as a template to other municipalities.
Officer and Committee Reports/Business

· Vote on New positions 

· Vice Chair
· Don Johnson accepted nomination and was voted in as Vice Chair
· Treasurer
· Lara Rainbolt will continue as Treasurer
· Secretary
· Ulri Zay is Secretary (with John Lerg filling in as needed)
· Committee Chairs
· Committee Chairs remain the same for 2009
· Treasurer Report
·  Lara Rainbolt reported that for the time period July–November 2008 the total Revenue was $13,267.15, Total Expenses $5,217.02, with Net Income at $8,050.13
· Training and Certification 
· Follow-up on S-130/190 at GVSU October 17, 18, 19, 25, 26
· Paul and Jack gave brief update on the GVSU S-130/190 training, which was good (as usual)

· Update on Crew Boss Academy at Fort Custer in 2009
· Jack reported that Don, Michele, Steve and he had a conference call in October and determined that Jack would contact the National TNC Fire Training Coordinator to offer Fort Custer as the location for a 2009 NWCG Crew Boss Academy; Michele had filled out a checklist sheet which Jack forwarded to Laura Butterfield; Laura would discuss with the TNC Training Group, with next step for Training Group to visit Fort Custer; Jack will follow up with Laura to see if any decision has been made yet.

· Don re-emphasized that DNR would provide equipment and some personnel, but that the best time to hold training would be after October 1; Mark Sargent preferred the August/September time period; Jack said that initially Training Group thought August/September would be more likely, and that ultimately it was up to TNC Training if we wanted them to coordinate logistics.
· Committee had discussion on the on-line version of S-130/190, and how should the Council use.  Jack will discuss with Steve Cross to develop guidelines that will be posted on the webpage.  Consensus was that Council should use the on-line training this year, but that students would still register and work through a Course Administrator (likely Steve, Jack, Don, ?), and that Council would set-up the one day Field Training portion; students who successfully completed the on-line portion and passed the Field day would have certificates signed by lead instructor.  Students would still pay a fee for the one day Field Day. Field Day would likely be held in summer so as not to compete with Instructors busier times of year to implement fire.
· Consultant Committee 
· No Report
· Education and Outreach
· Update of website 
· Michele showed some website page options; group liked and said to proceed once final logo was determined
· Logo
· Michele showed a number of logo options, one was favored, but Steering Committee wanted to see a few changes; Michele will get changes and email around for consensus?

· Legislative Committee 
· Amy stated that with the large influx in new Lansing political appointees that there will be some additional education, but now would be the time to also provide any new proposals about prescribed fire.

· Don reported that the DNR – FMFM has a draft completed that makes some changes to their internal policy on wildfire suppression actions
· National Coalition of Prescribed Fire Councils
· Michele will be attending the First Annual Meeting in Florida

· Mark Sargent pointed out that there is no State Fire Council representation on the Board of the National Coalition, so how can the Coalition represent the State Fire Councils?  Michele will ask at the Annual Meeting; Jack will contact the Coalition Chair to ask same question.
· Next Meeting date and location
· Dates/locations for 2009 Steering Committee Meetings:

· March 5, 2009 at Gaylord, Ulri Zay to set-up location

· June 4, 2009 at Barry State Game Area, John Lerg to set-up location.
· June 5, 2009 Fire Council Field Trip to be set-up by John Lerg

· August 27, 2009 at RAM center, Lara to check on availability and fee
· December 3, 2009 in Ann Arbor, Dave Borneman to set-up location
Adjourned at 2:12 pm
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