MICHIGAN PRESCRIBED FIRE COUNCIL

June 14, 2006 Steering Committee Meeting Minutes

DNR Cadillac Operations Service Center
9.30 am

Attendees:  Dennis Ireland (Michigan State Firemen’s Association), John Lerg (DNR—Wildlife), Lynn Sampson (Natural Resources Conservation Service),  Lara Rainbolt (TNC—West Michigan Office), Dana Pelton (DNR FMFMD), Mark Sargent (DNR—Wildlife), Don Dickman (Professor Emeritus, MSU Forestry), David Borneman (Ann Arbor Parks and Recreation), Paul Rogers (MACD—Chair).

Handouts

The agenda, budget detail, Notice of public hearing on SB 925 rules, Brochure copies, Annual Workshop flier, proposed Training and Certification By-laws Article, and  outline for Friendly Fire were offered.  
Agenda
No additions or changes to agenda.
Treasurer’s Report

Lara R provided a report documenting a May treasury balance of $10,758.  Most of the recent training costs have been accounted for with this balance together with some Workshop costs.  
Education and Outreach Committee
No information was available.  The Steering Committee decided to consolidate the instructions to our webmaster with Lara R.  She will also consolidate comments on the brochure update.
Training and Certification Committee
Lara R reported that the recent S131-290 training offering went very well with positive reviews.  A total of 27 students attended. 
An RX310 Fire Effects Course is also planned for the third or fourth weekend in September, 2006, at the Neithercut Center.  

The Training Committee is withholding recommendations on offerings of higher level courses until the Administrative Rules on SB 925 can be worked out and training requirements associated with those Rules become clear.  S130-190-290 will continue to be offered as it is clear they will be a part of needed training under the Administrative Rules.

Consultants Committee
Dan Zay shared with Paul R that no meetings have occurred recently.  Additional activity is expected in the fall.
Workshop Planning Committee
Paul R reported that all speakers are secure and plans are in place.  5 locations have been selected for the Saturday tour.  The Workshop flier was reviewed, and an afternoon meeting to visit the Conference Center and field sites was noted.

Legal and Legislative Committee
John L reported on the Administrative Rules.  They are out for public review; a press release was noted.  Membership decided to write a letter endorsing the rules. John L offered to draft and forward it for membership comment before finalizing. 
Bylaw Amendment

Paul R presented amendment language that would clarify standards that must be met before the MPFC would recognize and support training offered by itself or its members.  Concern for the level of detail in the amendment was expressed.  The group decided to include in Bylaws only language that referenced standards but did not codify them in the Bylaws.  “In order for the Michigan Prescribed Fire Council to contribute to providing qualified firefighting personnel to the different agencies and organizations that are participants in the Fire Council, the Fire Council will recognize and support firefighter training provided such training is offered consistent with Fire Council standards.”  This amendment was offered in motion by John L and seconded by Mark S and then tabled until the next meeting.
Round Table

Dennis I reported that the Michigan State Firemen’s Association has retained a telemarketer to increase revenues.  He also offered to post to their calendar MPFC news.
Lara R asked that any suggestions to the brochure be sent to her by June 30.  She will also be posting workshop information to the website by July.

Dave B reported that they had completed around 100 acres of burns in the Ann Arbor area.  He had also completed a number of LIP burns.  
Contributions to Next Meeting Agenda
· Report on progress of Smoke Management Plan
· Review of SB 925 and Administrative Rules process.
· Election of Vice Chair
· Reports from standing and ad hoc committees
· Bylaw Amendment
· Annual Workshop
Next Meeting

Steering Committee Meeting was set for December 6, 2006 at 9:30am at the Northville Township Office on 6 Mile Road.  Further details to follow.   
Meeting adjourned 12.00 noon.
