MICHIGAN PRESCRIBED FIRE COUNCIL

October 11, 2006 Steering Committee Meeting Minutes

Northville Township Fire Hall, Northville, Michigan
Attendees:  Dennis Ireland (Michigan State Firemen’s Association), Dave Borneman (Ann Arbor  Parks and Recreation), John Lerg (DNR—Wildlife),  Lara Rainbolt (TNC—West Michigan Office), Jack McGowan-Stinski (TNC—West Michigan Office), Ulrika Zay (MDOT, Environmental Section), Paul Rogers (MACD—Chair).

Convened 10.15am

Handouts

The agenda, budget detail, October Meeting Minutes, Training Announcement, and By-laws were offered.  

Agenda

Agenda changes/additions:

Approval of Minutes

Discussion of scholarships for training expenses

Correspondences from a Conservation District and Project Learning Tree

MDOT Fire Program

Association for Fire Ecologists

Approval of Minutes

Dennis I noted that todays meeting was listed with a venue of Novi rather than Northville.  With that correction, the Minutes were approved by concensus.

Treasurer’s Report

Lara R and Jack M provided a report documenting an annual workshop balance to November 30 of $6945.  Additional revenues not yet accounted may swell this number somewhat—possibly to $8800.  Treasurers report was accepted for the record (Dennis I/John L; concensus).

Education and Outreach Committee

No one was present to report on this committee.  Ulri Z offered that Dan Z had reconfigured the pdf on the old brochure into an 8.5x11 format for handout at the MACD meeting later in the week.  Copies will be provided next meeting.  Costs for this modified brochure were approved (Dave B/John L; concensus).  A similar brochure from Kentucky was offered for review.

Lara reviewed the new look of the website.  A photo gallery was proposed as a separate page within the website.  Michele R will identify a group to review submissions before they are included on the photo page.  Submissions should go initially to Lara before being assigned for review.  Additional fire-related links were also agreed as needed.  Suggested links should also be sent to Lara.  

Training and Certification Committee

Jack M and Lara R shared that a S130-190 course to occur at the Edward Lowe Foundation on 2/26-3/2/2007 has recently been advertised…one signup so far.  However, a full class compliment is expected.

Ulri asked for additional information on training opportunities for advanced classes and associated task book integration.  She was directed to Steve C and Don J as information resources.  

Jack M noted that TNC has administrative control of grant moneys to fund training for west Michigan candidates.  He asked for guidance from the group in administering the grant.  Guidance offered included offering registration stipends at the student rate (currently $75) and accepting the TNC geographic coverage to identify west Michigan.  There was further discussion on the opportunity to offer a parallel grant from the MPFC.  It was decided to table further action on this until the results of the TNC grant could be further reviewed.  

Consultants Committee

Ulri reported for Dan Z that the committee is looking into opportunities for group insurance regarding prescribed burning and will report on same at the March meeting.   

Workshop Planning Committee

Dave B reported that the Stewardship Network continues to have an interest in joining with us for workshop offerings.  They are happy to hear of our proposals in that regard.  Further activity with this committee was tabled until the March meeting when results of our participation at the MACD Annual Meeting can be reviewed.  

Legal and Legislative Committee
Don J was not available to report on the Administrative Rules.  He will be contacted for an update that can be shared with the group.

UP Fire Club

The group took note that Randy Swaty has accepted another position and will no longer act as representative to the Club.  Jack M offered to approach the Forest Service for an alternate.  

MDOT Fire Program

Ulri asked for group input to protocols needed for implementation of  their program.  This input included recommendations for blanket permitting for agencies and organisms with an established record of satisfactory performance in prescribed burning.  Also recommended was the use of generic standards as permit compliance elements so amendments to permits could be quickly approved. 

Bylaw Amendment

By-laws were reviewed and MDOT was included to Article II Section 2.  The preamble to Article VI was modified to clarify purpose and correct language.  The changes were then tabled (John L/Jack M; concensus).  

Nomination of Officers
Nominations tabled from last meeting were reactivated for discussion.  Ulri offered that she was happy to accept the position of Vice-chair: moving to Chair in September.  Paul R noted that he served on the group as representative from MACD.  He will not be running again for the MACD position.  A motion was offered to accept Ulri’s nomination for Vice Chair and continue to recognize Paul R as Chair.  (Jack M/John L; concensus).  Paul and Ulri were thanked for their past contributions and willingness to contribute, and a note was made to add this to the March agenda for further review. 

Steering Committee Confirmations

The group noted that the Steering Committee is again being dominated by a relatively few individuals who attend meetings.  The group decided to recontact Committee members to reaffirm commitment or solicit alternates to the Committee.  This will be initiated through a blanket email from Paul R and follow-up as assigned below:

Jack M

Forest Service

Conservation Groups

NRCS

John L

BIA

DNR

Paul R

Depart of Ag

MACD

(Those in attendance will confirm for their own respective organizations.)

Correspondence

Ulri Z offered to follow on a invitation by the Thornapple Grand SCD to attend their annual meeting.

John L offered to follow up on a request from Project Learning Tree for information Kirtlands warbler and Karner blue butterfly and fire.  

The group took note of the upcoming Association for Fire Ecologists Meeting, September 2007, in Traverse City.  

Contributions to March Agenda

· Review of SB 925 and Administrative Rules process.
· Review of Offices
· Reports from standing and ad hoc committees
· Bylaw Amendment
· Annual Workshop
Adjourned 2:30 PM.

